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Respect, all those matters where moral force, sympathetic appeal, and affectionate loyalty are fundamental and indispensable. Can a nation be governed, in permanence or with safety, by force, ridicule, aspersion, mutual invective, and party-spirit ?
Government, in the larger issues, must be respon-sible, and it must be respected.   It is one of the idlest fallacies of eighteenth-century enlightenment that the government of a king is   not  responsible,  while  the government of the people's delegates is.   A hasty and unleisurely age like the present takes most of its facts on Commons trust, most of its theories ready-made.   We have adopted net noil'e- anc^ solemnly repeat this formula as if in it lay the
secret of all true political method. A moment's scrutiny will expose it. The peoples have no hold on their delegates, who may be entrapped or silenced by the cabal in power; may be misled by the specious argument that they are not delegates, but plenipotentiaries. The sole penalty till recent days for outstripping a mandate is to lose a seat ; but the tie between members and constituents often sits very loosely. In no conceivable sense is a careless or fraudulent representative accountable to the people. With still greater force is this true of ministers and their policy. Under our present scheme a demagogue might (from sheer light-heartedness, ignorance, or class-envy) set every one by the ears, ride for a fall, and then vanish unnoticed into private life without suffering a single penalty for the untold mischief he has wrought. That we do not, and in all likelihood will not, experience this is due to no secret virtue or explicit safeguard in our constitution, but to the good feeling and common sense of British character, whatever its race, creed, or political belief.
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ship,        any genuine responsibility.   The history of most nations